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Law Enforcement Authority
100.1   PURPOSE AND SCOPE
The purpose of this policy is to affirm the authority of the members of the Lorain Police
Department to perform their functions based on established legal authority.

100.2   POLICY
It is the policy of the Lorain Police Department to limit its members to only exercise the authority
granted to them by law.

While this department recognizes the power of peace officers to make arrests and take other
enforcement action, officers are encouraged to use sound discretion in the enforcement of the
law. This department does not tolerate abuse of law enforcement authority.

100.3   PEACE OFFICER AUTHORITY
Sworn members of this department are authorized to exercise peace officer powers pursuant to
applicable state law.

100.3.1   ARREST AUTHORITY WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF THE LORAIN POLICE
DEPARTMENT
The arrest authority of a peace officer extends at all times and any place within the jurisdiction of
the employing authority (ORC § 2935.03).

100.3.2   ARREST AUTHORITY OUTSIDE THE JURISDICTION OF THE LORAIN POLICE
DEPARTMENT
The arrest authority of any peace officer extends outside the limits of the employing authority
pursuant to mutual aid agreements (see the Mutual Aid and Outside Agency Assistance Policy),
an arrest warrant or a felony. Such authority also extends during a fresh pursuit in which the
following apply (ORC § 2935.02; ORC § 2935.03(D); ORC § 2935.04):

(a) The pursuit takes place without unreasonable delay after the offense is committed.

(b) The pursuit is initiated within the limits of the employing authority.

(c) The offense involves a felony, a misdemeanor of the first or second degree or a
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, or any traffic offense for which points
are chargeable.

100.4   INTERSTATE PEACE OFFICER POWERS
Peace officer powers may be extended within adjoining states:

(a) As applicable under interstate compacts and memorandums of understanding in
compliance with the laws of each state.

(b) When an officer enters Indiana, Michigan or West Virginia in fresh pursuit of a person
who is in the immediate and continuous flight from the commission of a felony, or
in the case of Pennsylvania, in fresh pursuit of a person for any crime (I.C. §
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35-33-3-1 (Indiana); MCL 780.101 (Michigan); 42 Pa. C.S. § 8922 (Pennsylvania); W.
Va. Code § 62-11-1 (West Virginia)).

Whenever an officer makes an arrest in Indiana, Michigan, Pennsylvania and West Virginia,
the officer shall take the offender to a magistrate or judge in the county where the arrest occurred
as soon as practicable (I.C. § 35-33-3-2; MCL 780.102; 42 Pa.C.S. § 8923; W. Va. Code §
62-11-2).

100.5   CONSTITUTIONAL REQUIREMENTS
All members shall observe and comply with every person’s clearly established rights under the
United States and Ohio Constitutions.


