From: Shawver, Karen

To: Riley, Patrick

Cc: Cara L. Yoder

Subject: [External]Public records request

Date: Thursday, December 21, 2023 11:07:45 AM
Attachments: DOC.pdf

[You don't often get email from karen shawver@cityoflorain.org. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/I.earnAboutSenderldentification ]

**% Auditor of State Security Notice *** This e-mail is from an external source. Think before you click links or
open attachments.

Law Director

The attached public records request has been received related to a state audit investigation.

I formally request a written legal opinion as to the public records request and how it is related to the Whistleblower
Protection Action of 1989, 5 U.S.C 2302(b)(8)-(9), Pub. L 101-12 or any other Whistleblower provisions
subsequently passed.

I believe this act protects me from retaliation, intimidation, threats and coercion as well has other actions.

Please respond at your earliest convenience.

Karen Shawver
Lorain City Auditor

From: Auditor Copy

Sent: Thursday, December 21, 2023 6:52 PM

To: Shawver, Karen

Subject: Scanned from a Xerox Multifunction Printer

Please open the attached document.

Attachment File Type: pdf, Multi-Page

Multifunction Printer Location:
Multifunction Printer Name: AltaLink C8045
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JONATHAN E. ROSENBAUM

ATTORNEY AT LAW
230 THIRD STREET, SUITE 101
ELYRIA, OHIO 44035

jerosenbaum@windstream.net
440-322-7972
December 14, 2023

J. D. Tomlinson

Lorain County Prosecutor's Office

225 Court Street, Third Floor

Elyria, Ohio 44035

Certified Mail Receipt No. 7014 3490 0001 4046 9769

Kenneth Faber

State Auditor's Office

88 E Broad St # 500

Columbus, OH 43215

Certified Mail Receipt No. 7014 3490 0001 4046 9776

James G, Zupka

James G. Zupka, CPA, Inc.

4141 Rockside Rd # 200

Seven Hills, OH 44131

Certified Mail Receipt No. 7014 3490 0001 4046 9782

Karen Shawver, Auditor

Lorain City Auditor’s Office

200 W Erie Avenue, 6th Floor

Lorain, OH 44052

Certified Mail Receipt No. 7014 3490 0001 4046 9790

Dear Prosecutor Tomlinson Auditor Faber, CPA Zupka, and Auditor Shawver:

Please accept this correspondence as a request for public information/public records

pursuant to Ohio Rev. Code § 149.43.

Specifically, I am requesting a full copy of all written correspondence, memos, reports,
communications, documents, electronic data however stored or deleted, data, or things, including
but limited to all investigative materials, documents, notes, emails, text messages, recordings,
interviews, written and/or oral statements, complaints, and any other information obtained prior,
during, or after the audit performed by Zupka & Associates and served as the basis for the
subsequent investigation performed by the Ohio Auditor of State, in Case No. 2023-CA13751;

regarding the following:





1) any alleged improper and excessive overtime by the City of Lorain Utilities Department;

2) any alleged payroll discrepancies by prosecutors and assistant law directors in the City
of Lorain Law Department, including all records as identified above related to the
distinction between hourly and salary status for City of Lorain Law Department employees;

3) any alleged improper failure of the City of Lorain Police Chief of taking leave for hours
which he was not working and subordinates were receiving higher position pay as acting
Chief; and

4) any alleged significant payroll discrepancies in the Lorain Fire Department.

I am also requesting the Microsoft Windows Recycle Bin Artifacts files that for each
computer used or access regarding the allegations set forth above. Please provide the Microsoft
Windows Recycle Bin Artifacts file which is systematically filed, cataloged and stored on each
computer at the following location: C:\$Recycle.Bin\{SID}\$I######. Please note the {SID} is
the unique system identification number for each user account on the computer. The $I###### are
artifacts of each deleted file on the computer system. Each $I entry is followed by a random six-
character string. These entries contain the metadata (file deletion date, original file path and file
size) for each filed deleted on the computer. I am NOT requesting the SR###### files which
contain the deleted content at this time.

I am requesting that and cautioning you that these files must be preserved. All windows
computers catalog this deleted file section in the same manner.

If any part of this request is denied, in whole or in part, then I demand, pursuant to Ohio
Rev. Code § 149-43(B)3),’ that you provide an explanation with legal authority stating why the
request was denied.

Please, let me know when the requested records are available and any costs associated with
my request.

Thank you for your cooperation.

! § 149.43 Availability of public records.

(B) (3) If a request is ultimately denied, in part or in whole, the public office or the person
responsible for the requested public record shall provide the requester with an explanation,
including legal authority, setting forth why the request was denied. If the initial request was
provided in writing, the explanation also shall be provided to the requester in writing. The
explanation shall not preclude the public office or the person responsible for the requested public
record from relying upon additional reasons or legal authority in defending an action commenced
under division (C) of this section.






